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Page 1 of 3 Yerba Buena Creek (1.5 mi.) 12/14/81 

Yerba Buena Creek is an essentially unaltered, intermittent stream flowing 
through an oak woodland plant community. The dominant plant species in¬ 
clude live oaks, California bay, holly-leaved cherry, and California black¬ 
berry. The live oaks are thought to be between 75 and 100 years old. No 
rare or endangered plants were observed along the creek. 

Land uses surrounding the creek include the college campus of Evergreen 
Community College to the north, along with some private range land, and 
the area to the south is devoted to residential housing. 

Piedmont Creek (0.4 mi.) 

This slow-moving stream has been excavated within the last few years 
resulting in the present sparce vegetation; however, some weedy species 
are slowing beginning to revegetate the channel. The dominant plants 
include annual grasses, sweet fennel, russian thistle, and other annual 
weeds. No rare or endangered plants were observed along the creek. 

Piedmont Creek in this part of the county runs through an industrial 
area, with a residential tract to the east of the Sinclair Freeway (680). 

Tularcitos Creek (1.3 mi.) 

Tularcitos Creek has also been excavated within the past few years, 
resulting in relatively sparce vegetation. The existing plant species 
are limited to winter annual grasses, dallas grass, water smartweed, and 
cattails. No rare or endangered plants were observed along the creek. 

This entire reach of creek flows through a residential tract. 

Sierra Creek (1.3 mi.) 

This intermittent stream has also been previously excavated from the 
Ruskin School (Sta. 49+00) to the dowhstream end of the survey. The north 
and east banks are beginning to revegetate with weeds. At the lower end 
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Sierra Creek (cont’d.) 


12/14/81 


of the creek, the banks are still rather barren, but the channel bottom 
does have some vegetation. The dominant plants are annual grasses, dallas 
grass, sweet fennel, and other weeds. No rare or endangered plants 
were observed along the creek. 

This portion of Sierra Creek flows through a residential tract. 

Los Coches Creek (1.3 mi.) 

With the exception of the upstream-most 700 feet, this entire creek has 
been excavated. The existing vegetation is sparce and restricted to 
weeds. The dominant plant species include winter annual grasses, dallas 
grass, watercress, and other annual weeds. Noteworthy trees are the 
western sycamores at Piedmont Road crossing and the willows above the 
end of the survey. No rare or endangered species were observed along the 
creek. 

The downstream portion of the creek flows through an industrial area, a 
business district, and upstream portion passes through a residential area. 

Calera Creek (1.3 mi.) 

Virtually all (with the exception of 500 feet) of this creek has been 
excavated. Only a short segment of the downstream end passes through 
an industrial zone, whereas the majority of the creek flows through 
residential areas. The undisturbed 500 feet extends west of the Sinclair 
Freeway (680). This portion of the creek supports some California buck¬ 
eye, cottonwoods, and willows. The dominant plants along the creek 
are primarily weeds, however, and include winter annual grasses, water¬ 
cress, and other annual weeds. No rare or endangered plants were ob¬ 
served along the creek. 


Fowler Creek (0.35 mi.) 

This reach of Fowler Creek flows through land currently devoted to 
annual agriculture.. The creek is an intermittent stream which has a 
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Fowler Creek (cont'd.) 


12/14/81 


very shallow channel in this area. Oak woodland, riparian, and grassland 
are the three habitat types found along the creek. The dominant plant 
species include California buckeye, live oak, blue elderberry, valley 
oak, coyote brush, milk thistle, poison oak, and sagebrush. No rare or 
endangered plant were observed along the creek. 

Coyote Creek (4.7 mi.) 

This section of Coyote Creek includes three habitat types, salt marsh, 
freshwater marsh, and riparian plant communities. Most of the survey 
area has seen some disturbance by man, with the upstream areas from 
Montague Expressway northward having been affected more recently than 
the downstream areas. The 2.3 mi. reach between Route 237 and Montague 
Expressway is an excellent example of riparian habitat. Several large 
western sycamores are clustered in the northern end of this reach. The 
reach of creek south (upstream) of Montague Expressway has been excavated 
more recently than other areas. This excavation has significantly reduced 
the vegetation in the channel; little or no vegetation exists on the 
slopes, and only the bottom supports valuable vegetation. The dominant 
plants in this area are largely restricted to freshwater marsh such as 
cattails, winter annual grasses, smilo grass,, and weeds. 

The dominant plants of the riparian plant community include cottonwood, 
boxelder, willows, blue elderberry, western sycamore, and California 
buckeye. The northern-most section of the study area is salt marsh, 
dominated by cattails, California bulrush, and water smartweed. 

Land uses surrounding the creek include the San Oose-Santa Clara Sewage 
Treatment Plant to the west, and a pumping station and grazing land to the 
east in the northern third of the study area. The land between Route 237 
and Montague Expressway is devoted to agriculture on both sides in the 
north, and industrial uses on both sides in the south. The upstream 
(southern) third of the study area has industries on both sides of the 
creek. 

No rare or endangered plants were observed along the creek. 
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The downstream reaches of this creek (up to station 63+00) 
have been channelized. From station 63+00 the creek is rela¬ 
tively natural and undisturbed. The dominant plants in the 
channelized reaches are weeds, annual grasses, salt bush, and 
russian thistle. The natural upstream reaches are dominated 
by valley and live oaks, California bay, willows, cottonwood, 
and grasses. The natural reaches have particularly high bio¬ 
logical value, especially compared to the downstream reaches. 
No rare or endangered plants were found along the creek. 


The surrounding land uses include urban, residential tracts 
surrounding the downstream reaches, with grazing being the 
primary rural land use around the natural reaches. 

Fowler Creek (1.5 mi.) 

The lower portion of this creek is physically divided into 
two sections, the lower two-thirds shows no physical evidence 
of the creek—water merely sheet-flows through a walnut orchard. 
The upper one-third is a dry streambed, because a few years 
previously the stream was diverted. 

The dominant plants include live oak, blue elderbery, California 
buckeye, coyote brush, sagebrush, and weeds. No rare or 
endangered plants were found along the creek. 

All the surrounding land is in agriculture—walnut orchards. 
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